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Jazz at 808 Season Concludes Thursday, September 9
August 16, 2010, Auburn – PlacerArts presents Jazz at 808 with Jimmy Robinson and Friends at The Arts Building in Auburn at 7:00pm on Thursday, September 9. The final concert of the 2010 season features vocals by Robin Gregory, Dr. Dee Spencer on piano, Erich  Hunt on bass, Melvin Butts on saxophone and, of course, world-renowned percussionist Jimmy Robinson.  

Jazz at 808 is Placer County’s only world-class live jazz series. Presented in an intimate setting amidst the beautiful artworks of The Arts Building Gallery, with local wines served at the copper Wine Bar and pizza by the slice from Old Town Pizza, it is a veritable feast for all the senses, and draws sold-out crowds for each performance. 

A master at his craft, Jimmy Robinson has carved out a world-wide reputation, from steady gigs as house drummer for major jazz stars to touring Great Britain and Europe. This is Robinson’s eighth year as the driving force behind the Jazz at 808 series. 
Jimmy’s fellow performers epitomize the depth and breadth of his experience and esteem in the jazz community. Robin Gregory is a popular performer at Bay Area venues and events, and has performed solo as well as with her own, very fine, rhythm section. She was influenced at an early age during a fertile period of musical innovation in Jazz, Rhythm & Blues and Blues.  She specializes in the “Great American Songbook”, and her extensive repertoire of popular jazz standards bespeaks that upbringing. Her smooth and mellow timbre reflects an amalgam of influences that she contributes to the vocalists and instrumentalists who were the seminal innovators of jazz music during its formative period. Some say her voice reminds them of warm honey. 
Keyboardist Dr. Dianthe “Dee” Spencer is a Professor of Music in the School of Music and Dance at San Francisco State University where she founded the jazz studies undergraduate degree program in 1990. She has recorded with former Tower of Power vocalist Lenny Williams and Aretha Franklin’s favorite drummer Bernard “Pretty” Perdie. In various settings, Dee has performed with jazz greats Louis Bellson, Clark Terry, Branford Marsalis, John Handy, Greg Osby, Jeff “Tain” Watts, Regina Carter and R&B sensation LEDISI. Dee’s debut CD, Vintage School was released in 2002.
Melvin Butts is a veteran saxophonist, arranger and teacher. Known for his incredible arrangements and style, Melvin has toured with such jazz greats as Ray Charles, Johnny Otis and Barbara Morrison. He formed a unit of young Bay Area musicians whom he continues to coach. As founder and Music Director of the Mellotones, he plays frequent gigs around the Bay Area and further afield. 
Oakland bassist/composer Ollen Erich Hunt was born in Munich, Germany and grew up under the sublime northern lights in Anchorage, Alaska.  He has performed with and led groups in Anchorage, Los Angeles and Honolulu, Hawaii. He has penned compositions for, and contributed arrangements to, a variety of jazz and world music recordings. Erich Hunt has performed with many important Bay Area notables and national artists including Robin Gregory.
Jazz at 808 performances are at 7:00pm at The Arts Building at 808 Lincoln Way in downtown Auburn. Tickets are $15 for members and $20 for non-members. Tickets are available at PlacerArts online Box Office at PlacerArts.org. 
Monkey Cat Restaurant at 805 Lincoln Way offers 10% discount for Jazz at 808 ticketholders. Advance reservations required. 
Placer Arts is the Arts Council of Placer County, a non-profit, public benefit agency founded in 1983 and the designated state-local partner of the California Arts Council for the County of Placer. 
