
Deborah Pittman is a classically trained clarinetist, ceramist, performance 
artist and writer. A native New Yorker, she is Professor Emeritus of 
clarinet and studies in American Music at CSUS Sacramento (where she 
taught from 1991 to 2013). She was a lecturer at UC Davis for ten years. 
Her educational background includes: BS and MA degrees in Music 
Performance from Brooklyn College Conservatory and Doctoral studies at 
the Manhattan School of Music.
She has been a solo and chamber performing artist on both coasts, with 
feature performances in Japan and South Korea. Her commissioned 
works for family concert series include: Peter in the Hood, Niam: Portrait 
of a Gnome, In the Land of Picklesnout Gouch, and Small Shoulders/
Big Dreams.  Her documentary films include: Convergence II (a film and 
concert series on Historic Oak Park), The Extraordinary Life of Joseph 

Bologne Chevalier De Saint-Georges (a short film, award winning film, study guide and music videos 
from the film score, available free to educators) and The World According to Earl (created with a grant 
from the NEA). This work has received awards from 8 film festivals.

ABOUT POETRY OUT LOUD
Poetry Out Loud is a national youth literary arts competition. The renowned competition encourages 
and reinforces the mastery of life-long important skills, such as, instilling confidence, engaging in public 
speaking, literacy and reading comprehension, analytical thinking, cultural expression and language 
development. The use of visual and performing art is applied to generate unique, memorable, dramatic 
and theatrical performances with an impactful delivery.

STATEMENT OF GRATITUDE
The Arts Council of Placer County (ACPC) would like to THANK the California Arts Council, The 
National Endowment for The Arts, the Poetry Foundation and our volunteer POL Judges. We express 
our deep gratitude to our Sponsors who have supported the 2024 Season of Poetry Out Loud.
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